THE MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON

Senators did oppose Mr. Root, but their lack of
influence with the President has been sufficiently
exposed by events.

The real obstacle to Mr. Root's appointment
was Mr. Harding's distrust of him.1, the instinctive
feeling of a simple direct nature against a mind too
quick, too clever, too adroit, too invisible in many
of its operations. Mr. Harding, being common-
place himself, likes a more commonplace kind of
greatness than Mr. Root's. Those who were close
to him said the President feared that Mr. Root
would "put something over on him." A certain
moral quality in Mr. Hughes outweighed Mr.
Root's special experience and wider reputation.

Mr. Roosevelt used to tell a story boastfully of
his own practicality which throws much light on
Mr. Root and upon the reason for Mr. Root's com-
parative failure as a public man.

" When I took Panama," he would say, " I found
all the members of my Cabinet helpful except one.
Mr. Root readily found numerous precedents.
Mr, Taft was sympathetic and gave every assist-
ance possible. Mr. Knox alone was silent. At
last I turned to him in the Cabinet meeting and I
said, 'I should like to hear from the Attorney
General on the legality of what we are doing/ Mr.
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